Clerk of the Board of Supervisors Legislative Committee
Report to the CACEO Board of Directors
March 25, 2009 Meeting
Sponsored Bills
Lobbyist Matt Siverling obtained authors for two bills approved for Association sponsorship by the clerk of the board membership at New Law Workshop.  The sponsored bills are:

AB 824 (Harkey) Property taxation: assessment procedures

This bill would amend the Revenue and Taxation Code to increase transparency and avoid potential conflicts of interest in assessment appeal proceedings in counties that utilize one or more assessment appeals boards, pursuant to Section 1620, et seq.

Current law requires that an assessment appeal application filed by a member of an assessment appeals board, an assessment hearing officer or an employee of the clerk be heard by a panel made up of three special alternate assessment appeals board members appointed by the presiding judge of the county in which the application is filed.

This bill would add any current employee of the county counsel who either advises the assessment appeals board or who represents the assessor before the assessment appeals board to the list of officials whose application must be heard by the special panel.  Additionally, the bill would make conforming changes to the law to (1) bar such a county counsel employee from representing any person before the appeals board for compensation and, (2) require such a county counsel employee to immediately inform the clerk of the board upon the counsel’s filing an application on his or her own behalf or upon his or her decision to represent his or her, spouse, parent or child in an assessment appeal proceeding.
The bill would also authorize the clerk of the board, at his or her discretion, to have applications that are subject to hearing by the special panel heard by a board consisting of three special alternate members who are qualified and in good standing in another county, thus bypassing the more cumbersome, and potentially less satisfactory, appointment process of the presiding judge.
AB 1149 (Davis) Political Reform Act of 1974: electronic filing

This is a minor clean-up of last year’s AB 2607 (Davis), which was jointly sponsored by CACEO and Los Angeles County.  The bill would correct the language enacted last year describing the duration of the three-year pilot program that permits electronic filing of Form 700s.  AB 2607 specified that the pilot would encompass the Form 700 reporting periods of 2008 through 2011.  AB 1149 would correct the pilot period to 2008 through 2010.
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Other Position Bills

The Legislative Committee met via conference call on March 20 and took the following positions on recently introduced bills:

AB 520 (Carter) Public records
AB 520 would authorize a superior court to issue a protective order limiting the number and scope of requests a requestor is allowed to make under the California Public Records Act if it is shown by verified petition that the requestor has sought records for an improper purpose, including harassment of the public agency or its employees.
CACEO Position:
SUPPORT

SB 321 (Benoit) Local government: assessment and fees: election requirements
This bill is essentially a re-run of last year’s AB 2218 (Gaines), which the legislative committee successfully amended into a version clerks of the board could live with.  Although this bill is very similar to AB 2218, as amended August 4, 2008, there appear to be two or three areas where the new bill language may need amendment.  Clerks of the board will review the bill in more depth and approach the author and sponsors with specific a proposal.

Tentative CACEO Position:
SEEK TO AMEND

SB 711 (Leno) Public meetings: closed session: labor negotiations
This Brown Act bill would greatly increase the amount of information required on the agenda and in oral announcements at an open meeting regarding closed sessions relating to labor negotiations.  It would include a description of all known matters within the scope of the negotiations; any changes, no matter how last-minute, of individuals involved in the closed session; details of any proposals relating to the negotiations; and other information.  The bill would unduly burden existing orderly closed session meeting procedures.
CACEO Position:
OPPOSE
SB 992 (Lieu) Advertising: residential property taxes: assessment appeal application filing services

This bill would broaden and strengthen existing provisions of law contained in the Business and Professions Code controlling the practices of companies and individuals who offer services relating to assessment appeal applications.  We will seek amendments to make clarifications, correct terminology and further strengthen the law’s provisions.  Additionally, we will provide the author and proponents, including the L.A. DA’s office, with suggestions for adding greater penalties for violations of the law.
CACEO Position:
SUPPORT
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Bill Tracking
The Committee is currently tracking 26 bills affecting, or of interest to, clerks of the board.  Three other bills are under review to assess what impact, if any, they have on clerks.  A report to the membership will be distributed to all CACEO clerk of the board members around the end of March or beginning of April.  We will also submit the report to Gail Pellerin for posting to the Association’s website.






Respectfully submitted,







Sachi A. Hamai and John McKibben







Co-Chairs, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
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